
Industrialization day 6 - Key labor strikes.notebook January 24, 2013

Today

Sit anywhere today, but only two to a 
table for the center section tables
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Labor v Management

Labor unions emerge

Union victories
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P. 15

8-hour work day

More people joined the workforce
Child labor in factories
Factories took away some personal freedoms

Pledges by new
employees not to join unions

Workers who crossed picket
lines and took jobs of striking workers

Samuel Gompers

Made up of workers in the same industry

Eugene V. Debs

21% (made 1/3 the wage)

P. 15
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Wages and jobs were cut
due to a shaky economy and
Railroad rate wars 

Low pay, 6-day weeks, 
no benefits, bad conditions,
long days

Company cut pay and hours,
closed mills. Manager would
not neg. with union

Pa. Gov asked Pres to order 
strikers back to work. Pittsburgh 
police were called, but favored 
strikers. Gov. called Phila police, 
who opened fire, killing 20

YES and NO: Strike ended, with no
gains, so NO. Yes because it
helped fire up the labor movement

Police were sent in and 1 person 
was killed. Next day - pipe bomb 
went off at a rally, killing 7 police. 
Police fired into crowd. Beatings 
followed

No. The violence led to widespread 
fear of union activity. It probably 
delayed the acceptance of the 8-
hour work day. Police were seen 
as martyrs

Workers fired on Pinkerton detectives
who were call in to break strike.
PA gov. called in the militia to restore order

No. The plant reopened to
non-union workers with big
pay cuts and longer days. 
Many workers were 
blacklisted

Company cut wages by 25%
and would not lower rent for
workers. Committee of 3 went
to management & were fired.

Fed. injunction issued against 
ARU leaders. Fed troops sent in
leading to a riot and mayhem

YES and NO: Showed the
power of unified national unions. 
No - many shot, jailed, showed 
gov would help industrialists. 
Rents not lowerd!

Women demanded higher wages
and safer conditions. 20,000
went on strike for 4 months

Gov. arrested strikers and sentenced
several to the workhouse. Injured many

Yes: Women won 52-hr week, 
paid holidays, better pay, and 
union recognition. Eventually led 
to a 300,000 worker union
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